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illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: . . . for potatoes; lis. for mangolds; 17s. for sugar mangolds (with 13 per cent. sugar); 6
8s. for maize; and 4 17s. for rice. Evidently a very cheap form of carbohydrates would be necessary to enable
alcohol to be supplied at a cost which would compete with that of petrol. Maize, for instance, would have to
come down from about 20 to 4 8s. per ton to compete on the above basis. It is calculated! that alcohol can be
retailed at 2s. per gallon from plants and trees in Papua. Chem. and Met. Eng. , 1917, Vol. 9, p. 612. t Brit. Assoc,
1920. t Times Trade Supplement, 12th June, 1920. Both on the ground of cost and on that of supply, it is
evidently necessary to consider the vegetable materials which are prolific in growth and which yield a high
percentage of alcohol on fermentation. It has frequently been assumed that it is only in tropical and sub-
tropical countries that vegetable substances can grow suKiciently profusely to be worthy of study. Capt.
Desborough quotes figures, however, which show that root crops are more prolific in a temperate climate, and
he urges the reclamation of land in this country for the production of crops from which alcohol may be
obtained. Experiments in this direction are in progress at the R. N. Cordite Factory, Holton Heath. Vegetable
Sources of Alcohol. The vegetable materials from which alcohol may be obtained are (1) products containing
sugar such as molasses, mowra...
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