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indexed. Not illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: .it. But, great as this disaster was, the merchants rallied from it with true
California courage. One year here, wrote the Reverend Mr. Colton, will do more for your philosophy than a
lifetime elsewhere. | have seen a man sit and quietly smoke his cigar while his house went heavenward in a
column of flame. This was exemplified in the great fire. Men began to fence in their lots although the
smouldering ruins still emitted an almost suffocating heat. Contracts for new stores were made while the old
ones were yet burning; and in many cases the ground was cleared, and temporary buildings went up before the
ashes of the burned buildings had cooled. Lumber, fortunately, was abundant, and the morning after the fire
every street and lane leading to the ruined district was crowded with wagons full of building tools and material.
The city resembled a hive of bees after it has been rifled of its honey. The smaller cities suffered almost as
severely from fire. Sacramento was burned twice and flooded three times before the year 1854. In The
Reincarnation of Smith, Bret Harte describes the appearance of the city when the river upon which it is situated
suddenly burst its banks and a great undulation of yellow water swept through the streets of the city. Two other
stories, In the Tides and When the Waters Were Up at Jules , deal with the floods of 1854 and of 1860, and in the
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